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Once again democracy was put to work when 

all TTUTA districts/section held its Annual 

General Meetings (AGMs) during the month of 

June, 2021. 

Congratulations to the new District Execu-

tives. Getting elected was the easy part. The 

work starts now. 

Continue to encourage members to partici-

pate, both at the district and national levels as 

you continue to work collaboratively to im-

prove the efficiency of the districts and the 

capacity of your members. 

After an entire year of online in-

struction, with some persons hav-

ing to engage students both online 

and via the production of packages, 

the academic year has ended. 

TTUTA takes this opportunity to 

acknowledge our members’ hard-

work, selflessness and dedication 

to the cause of education and your 

students during these trying times. 

Take this opportunity to spend 

quality time with your family, en-

gage in self-care, relax and do what 

is needed to rejuvenate yourselves. 

Take good care of yourselves!! 

 What’s Inside……. 

• Enjoy your Vacation 

• Congratulations to the new 
District Executives 

• TTUTA receives a Civic Award 

• Members Advisory 

• IRO Retires - Bryan Valentine 

• ICT Team/Elections Commis-
sion 

• TTUTA Calls for Consultation 
with the MOE 

• Education Act: Section 71 

• Tobago Teachers Get-
Together 

• We’ve Reopened 

• TTUTA Entry Protocols 

• TTUTA on Tuesday (06.07.21) 

• The Way We Were…….. 

• Happy Emancipation Day 

• Vaccination Remains Volun-
tary 

#staysafe #stayhome 

#sanitize #socialdistance 

#wearyourmask 



 2 

 UNITED,  RESOLUTE   &  GROWING 

 

Antonia Tekah-De Freitas , President (extreme left) accepted the award on TTUTA’s behalf. 

Photo Credit:  Port of Spain City Council 

The Port of Spain City Corporation celebrated it’s 107th 

Anniversary of the Restoration  of  Civic and Municipal 

Rights to Port of Spain. In commemoration of this aus-

picious occasion, the City’s Civic Reception was held on 

June 26th, 2021.  

The  Civic Award was proffered to TTUTA, along with 

three (3) other organizations (Fatima College, Queens 

Royal College and Trinidad & Tobago Registered  Nurs-

es Association and for the Union's advocacy with re-

spect to supporting educators and the education system 

during the pandemic. The award is in recognition of the 

of its invaluable contribution to the development of the 

Capital City. 

The President, Ms. Antonia Tekah-De Freitas accepted 

the award on TTUTA’s behalf. TTUTA is humbled by the 

gesture of the Port of Spain City Corporation and as-

sures all stakeholders that it will continue to its work in 

the cause of education.  A heart felt thank you to the 

Port of Spain City Corporation. 
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Mr. Bryan Valentine joined the TTUTA fam-

ily many years ago, serving TTUTA mem-

bers in both Trinidad and Tobago. 

He is known for his hard work, commit-

ment  and dedication in the service of our 

members. 

TTUTA takes this opportunity to thank Mr. 

Bryan Valentine for his years of dedicated 

service to the Association and to wish him 

all the best in his future endeavours.  

Wishing you the 

best retirement 

ever! Enjoy this 

new chapter of 

your life! 

Retired Industrial Relations Officer - Mr. Bryan Valentine 

A long innings of your life 

You have completed 

This golden period 

You’ve always awaited 

Relaxing and unwinding 

Is all you have to do 

Best wishes for your retirement 

Anon
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 “I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catch-
er’s mitt on both hands.  You need to be able to throw some-

thing back.” – Maya Angelou  

 

 

Volunteerism continues to be alive and well in TTUTA as a lot 

of TTUTA’s work is done by members who volunteer both at 

the district and national levels. 

Districts Annual General Meetings are held every year in the 

month of June, with the exception of 2020 when it was held 

in October/November 2020 due to the pandemic. 

Mr. Marlon Seales, 1st Vice President pioneered this initia-

tive and together with handpicked personnel, was able to de-

vise a system to conduct the elections online. 

This led to a collaboration between the ICT Team and the 

Elections Commission, with the former ensuring that the 

elections were successfully conducted online whilst the latter 

ensured that the process remained free and fair. 

The ICT Team also assisted at the online District Conventions 

and then the Annual Conference of Delegates in 2020. 

We acknowledge their efforts and look forward to their con-

tinued support. Thank you!!! 

Avernelle Ettienne, Adriel Benjamin and Colleen Barbaste-Jackson 

Nichole Melhem Derek Ramdatt Kendell Kittell Sue-Anne Marchan 
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 ICT TEAM 

• Marlon Seales 

• Nichole Melhem 

• Avernelle Ettienne 

• Kendell Kittel 

• Natasha Hislop 

• Nigel Figaro 

 

• Loris Scobie 

• Colleen Barbaste-
Jackson 

• Adriel Benjamin 

• Steve Peterkin 

• Derek Ramdath 

• Andrea Cruickshank 

ELECTIONS  COMMISSIONERS 

    EXECUTIVE 

    Chairman:     Mr. Manchoon Sooknanan 

   Vice Chairman: Mr. Vincent David 

   Secretary:     Mr. Edward Ramsumair 

   Assistant Secretary: Mr. Lawrence Holder 

   Treasurer:        Mr. Allan St. Rose 

  PERSONNEL 

  1. Port of Spain: Angela Mc Alister, Lawrence Holder 

  2. St. George East: Edward Ramsumair, Allan St. Rose 

  3. Caroni: Vincent David, Satnarine Rampersad 

  4. Victoria: Maria Missette-Permell, Eugene Norville 

  5. St. Patrick: Ramkaran Singh, Carlyle Woods 

  6. South Eastern: Manchoon Sooknanan, Carlos Ragbir 

  7. North Eastern: Fazloo Mohammed, Francis de Verteuil 

  8. Tobago: Wnston James, Maria Virgil 

  9. Tertiary Branch: Cleavon Brathwaite 
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Education Act  

Section 71—Teacher NOT to Solicit Intervention 

ATTENTION 

A teachers shall NOT solicit the intervention 

or influence of Members of Parliament, 

Ministers of Government, members of a 

Commission, or prominent members of the 

community to support or advance his claim 

for specially favorable treatment in the ser-

vice. #knowyourregs 
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Though the format changed, the same pump and ceremony 

that has been associated with the Tobago Teachers’ Get-

Together over the years, was evident. The Tobago District was 

determined to find an innovative avenue to ensure that this 

event was actualized in a professional manner.   

The regular week-long activity was condensed into a one-day 

Professional Development seminar under the theme 

“Embracing the new normal; Driven by Passion and Leading 

through Innovation.”  All major stakeholders shared in this 

historic event by bringing greetings. Bishop Claude Berkley 

ably delivered a thought-provoking presentation which en-

couraged us all to embrace the new normal and make the best 

of the opportunity because the world is constantly changing.   

During this historic event, two (2) groups of retirees were rec-

ognized, namely, 2019-2020 and 2020-2021.  Additionally, Mr. 

Burton Orr was honoured posthumously. Tokens of apprecia-

tion would be presented to all retirees as soon as it is safe to 

do so.  

Approximately 900 persons were in attendance; five hundred 

(500) persons were able to view on Zoom, one hundred (100) 

on Facebook and over three hundred (300) on YouTube. On 

all accounts, the event was well received. 

Hats off to the TTUTA Tobago District, on a job well done!!! 
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Ms. Bernadette Broome-Stewart 

Ebenezer Methodist Primary 

School 

33 years  of service 

“Whatever you do you must do it 

to the best of your ability. When 

in doubt ask yourself will this 

make me a better person if the an-

swer is no then do not do it. Life 

is about choices.” 

Ms. Patricia Wafe 

Scarborough Roman Catholic 

Primary 

40 years of service 

“Teaching is a vocation and de-

spite the challenges, the God 

who called us will enable us.”  

Ms. Ora Arthur- Best 

Speyside Anglican Primary School 

30 years of service 

“Teaching is the mother of all pro-

fessions. A teacher epitomizes 

knowledge way beyond the strato-

sphere of a classroom and creates 

catalyst that engenders lifelong 

learning.” 
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Ms. Louisa Bess Hercules 

Speyside Anglican Primary School 

39 years of service 

“In life what you do makes a differ-

ence, and you must decide what kind 

of difference you want to make.” 

Ms. Mary Rogers 

Scarborough Roman Catholic 

Primary School 

41 years of service 

“As a teacher, I am called to 

be a way maker for each 

child in my care.” 

Ms. Marion Morrison-Pitt 

Pentecostal Light and Life 

Foundation High School 

30 years of service 

“Whatever you do in words 

or deed do it as a repre-

sentative of the Lord Je-

sus.” 
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Mr. Gareth Gray 

St. Andrew's Anglican Primary School 

34 years of service 

“Therefore, all things whatsoever ye that 

men should do to you: do ye even so to 

them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

... shall also do to them; for this is the law 

and the prophets.” (The Golden Rule - St. 

Matthew 7 verse 12)  

Ms. Maria Virgil 

Tablepiece Government Primary 

School 

40 years of service 

“I am happy to be a Teacher to 

touch the lives of people forever.” 

Ms. Charmaine Denoon-Cato 

Mason Hall Government Pri-

mary School 

43 years of service 

“Teaching is my passion. I espe-

cially enjoy seeing the slow 

learners make their stride.”  
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Ms. Gail J. Ewing 

Black Rock Government Primary 

School 

“Teaching is to the mind what 

food is to the body. A mind well 

taught can accomplish great things 

once it is well molded through the 

indispensable art of teaching. I 

believe that every child can learn, 

and the teacher has the power to 

make a marked difference in the 

life of a child. To teach is to touch 

a life forever”. 

Ms. Allyson Moore- Potts 

Signal Hill Secondary School 

38 years of service 

I am crucified with Christ; never-

theless, I live; yet not I, but 

Christ liveth in me; and the life 

which I now live.... I live by the 

faith of the son of God, who loved 

me, and gave himself for me.' 

Ms. Cecelia Moore 

Delaford Roman Catholic Primary 

School 

22 years  of service 

“Given the right opportunity and 

tools which to work, it can become 

the game changer in our educational 

pursuit for our children. Once we re-

main faithful to our calling every 

child can achieve his or her full poten-

tial.” 
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Sharon Martin-Melville 

Scarborough Secondary 

School 

32 years 

“Grasp at every opportunity 

you have to learn something 

new as you may not know 

what skill you will need to-

morrow.” 

A posthumous  award was bestowed upon Mr. Burton Orr . He taught 

at Signal Hill Secondary School before his untimely passing.  He  had 19 

years of dedicated service He was a Teacher of Economics, Mathematics, 

Principles of Business and Entrepreneurship.  He also served in the 

TTUTA  Tobago  District.  
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Ms. Elva Winchester-Romeo 

Lambeau Anglican Primary 

Last Position: Principal Primary 

34 Years 7 months of service 

“Nothing can dim the light that shines 

from within.” Maya Angelou 

 

Ms. Maria Candia Bristol-Darlington 

Scarborough Methodist Primary School. 

39 1/2 years of service 

“Always be the teacher who loves what 

you do, while doing what you love."  

Ms. Arlene Alleyne-Daniel 

Scarborough Methodist Primary 

School 

40 years of service 

“A teacher who has passion for his/

her job inspires his/her students to 

perform at their fullest potential." 
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Ms. Eileen Carrington Wallace 

Charlotteville Methodist Primary 

School 

17 years of service 

“It takes a big heart to shape little 

minds so remain focused, serve with 

passion, do your very best, just remem-

ber, whatever you do comes right back 

at you." 

Ms. Charlyn Dianne Charles 

Plymouth Anglican Primary 

27 years of service 

“Show yourself in all respects a model 

of good works, and in your teaching 

show integrity, gravity, and sound 

speech that cannot be censured; then 

any opponent will be put to shame, 

having nothing evil to say of us.”  

Titus 2: 7-8 

Ms. Karen Boatswain 

Division Of Education Innova-

tion And Energy (DEIE) 

40  years of service 

“It’s Easy To Feel Powerless 

When Faced With Challenges 

That Seem Impossible, But Fo-

cus On What You Can Do To 

Improve Your Situation.” 
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Mr. Lester Alleyne 

Patience Hill Government Primary 

  

40  years of  service 

“Teachers are sowers which it is 

hoped will forever bear fruits abun-

dantly.” 

Ms. Dianne Adam-Le Cointe  

Happy Haven Primary School 

38 years  of service 

“Every child is a diamond in the 

rough to be polished to unearth 

his/her true value.” 

Ms. Antonette Alfred  

Bon Accord Government Primary  

40 years  of service 

“When you understand the pur-

pose of your life as a teacher, it’s 

no longer work or a profession 

but ministry loaded with oppor-

tunities to mould minds and 

shape life for God’s glory.  Please 

be a positive influence!” 
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Ms. Ann Marie Davis 

Scarborough Secondary School 

34 years of service 

“A teacher plants the seeds of 

knowledge.....sprinkles them with love... 

...And patiently nurtures their growth...To 

produce tomorrow’s dreams!” 

Ms. Shirley Marshall- George 

Delaford Anglican Primary 

28 years of service 

“In all thy ways acknowledge God and he 

will direct your path” 

Mr. Lawrence Stewart 

Bishop’s High School 

37  years of service 

Try to always give a full day’s 

work for a full day’s pay” 
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Mr. Bowen Jack 

Signal Hill Secondary School  

28 years of service 

“You learn nothing from life if you think 

you are right all the time.” 
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JULY 06, 2021 

THE RAGE of the covid19 pan-

demic is far from over and we 

need both brains and brawn for 

us to survive. Mental acuity or 

intelligence and physical 

strength must be considered to-

gether. These are often pitted 

against each other, but in the 

21st century we face demands to 

deliver increasingly sophisticat-

ed curriculum while at the same 

time we face increasingly diffi-

cult classroom situations. 

Schools are under pressure to 

produce better results, with 

tests that reflect a limited view 

of education. Students must now 

find a place in the global and in-

terdependent society we live in. 

It is our goal that they acquire 

teamwork and social skills, resil-

ience, compassion, good work 

ethics, human decency and, of 

course, an “education.” 

Technology is expanding and we 

must be committed to teaching 

thinking skills that will expand 

social skills, emotional skills 

and good character, while it is 

imperative that we advocate for 

better healthcare systems and 

avidly pursue personal health 

improvements. 

Going forward is not an easy 

thing to do. There are monu-

mental concerns and over-

whelming feelings that are per-

vading homes, communities and 

nations. While we struggle in 

the present-day education pro-

cess, the answers for the mean-

ing and value of life remain like 

the unseen mosquito, hovering 

and whispering, leaving you 

with a sense of frustration as 

you express a fleeting wish for 

the end of the pandemic. 

Psychologically speaking, when 

we can identify something, we 

can begin healing by knowing 

what we are dealing with. We 

desperately need our brains as 

we delve into the traumas and 

stress of our own personal histo-

ry that rears its head when we 

are in “lockdown and quaran-

tine" mode, as we are in proxim-

ity to family members and the 

terrors of covid19. 

We feel deconstructed, afraid, sad, 

betrayed by our bodies, life circum-

stances, leaders and systems, and 

even God. Where is God and why 

did this have to happen? Blame 

and scapegoating are being shared 

out like hot Sunday lunch. It is the 

Chinese conspiracy, the people’s 

sins, irresponsible people, and the 

list goes on.  
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It is a sobering time and our natural thinking abilities are in the 

spotlight. We must move on from identifying how we really feel 

into investigating why we feel this way, how it has affected our 

thinking patterns, emotions, behaviour and actions. We must en-

gage in this process with curiosity about our own way of being in 

the world and avoid berating ourselves and each other.  

Furthermore, it is crucial now to find strategies for personal 

change and growth and to be committed in implementing them. 

We may feel alone, afraid, fractured, unhinged, and restless as we 

wait to exhale while being anxious to inhale. Yet, there are other 

aspects arising which we must nurture, such as responsibility, 

stillness, adaptability, gratitude, creativity, kindness, compassion, 

introspection, and opportunities to reaffirm life.  

Many of our students, teachers and parents and all our beloved 

ones, frontline workers and citizens are struggling with fatigue, 

overwhelming frustration, aloneness and loss. As we deliberately 

stay within the confines of our homes, we must journey deep with-

in the recesses of our minds and engage our cognitive dissonance 

so that we may examine conflicting attitudes, beliefs and behav-

iours that create an anxious and socially insensitive existence.  

Our brawn and physical strength, the built-in reaction to perceived 

danger, “fight or flight,” kicked in when covid19 was declared a 

pandemic over a year ago. It is an invisible danger with death at 

your doorstep. As we take all safety precautions to “run away” 

from this contagion, we must become aware of our internal system 

of “running away” from our own shadows, denying them, instead 

of facing them and becoming free from our own pains and insecu-

rities. 

Flexing our muscles to do what is right and fair requires unwaver-

ing commitment to truth, justice and a paradigm shift in our cog-

nition and the way we perceive ourselves, others and the world we 

live in. The traumatic social and psychological effects of this crisis 

will be seen and felt in the years to come. Individual and collective 

responsibility for the damage done will eliminate the need for 

scapegoats to easily blame. 

Hence, our brawn will be tested as the consequences of disease 

and stress will exacerbate burdens and threaten already “thin-on-

ice” relationships. A mental and physical pandemic is here and the 

effects will be seen long after the present crisis is over. JRR Tol-

kien states, “No half-heartedness and no worldly fear must turn us 

aside from following the light unflinchingly.” 
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L-R: Dennis Pantin, Mayani Baptiste, Annette Wiltshire, Trevor Oliver, Doreen Williams 

TTUTA’s 1st Treasurer: Mr. Austin Almarales 
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Mr. Frank Ramnanan (Former Gen. Sec.), Mr. Edward Ramsumair , Mr. Trevor 

Oliver (Former President) and Mr. Cedric Toussaint 

L-R: Mr. Peter Wilson (Former Gen. Sec), Mr. Anson Mc Donald (Former Tobago Officer, 

the Late Mr. Edward Soong (Former Treasurer) 

L-R: Mr. Frank Ramnanan (Former Gen. Sec.), Mr. Michael Adams (Former 2nd Vice 

President), Mr. Teddy Belgrave and Mr. George De Pena ( Former ILO Representative) 
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Mr. Trevor Oliver -  TTUTA President 

The Late Mr. Roustan Job (Former President & Third Vice President mak-

ing a presentation to Ms. Antonia Tekah-De Freitas (TTUTA President) 
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Mr. Carl Leon  - Chairman of the General Staff Salaries Negotiating Committee 

The Late Ms. Sally Siriram (Past 1st Vice President) 
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The Late Mr. Mc Kinsley Nathasingh - Past 2nd/3rd Vice President 

Mr. Fitzroy Daniel - Immediate Past General Secretary 

Mr. Michael Adams - Past TTUTA Treasurer 
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The Late Mr. Frank Ramnanan 

The Late Mr. Edward Soong 

The Late Mr. Matthew James  - Former 

Industrial Relations Officer 
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The Late Mr. Mc Kensley Nathasingh - Former 2nd/3rd Vice President  re-

ceives an award from the Late Ms. Savitri Pargass, Former 1st Vice President. 

Port of Spain March - L-R: The Late Sally Siriram (1st Vice President, Mr. Peter Wilson 

(General Secretary, Mr. Orville Carrington (2nd VP), Mr. Krishnarine Bassaw 

(Treasurer) and The Late Mr. Roustan Job (President) 

Staff Representative Convention 1994 
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